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= N thofe remote times 
when, by the inter- 
vention of Fairies, 
men received good 
and evil, which fuc- 
ceeding generations 

¥ could expe& only 
from natural caufes; Solyman, a 
mighty prince, reigned over a thou- 
fand provinces in the diftant regions 
of the Eaft. It is recorded of Soly- 
man, that he had no favourite; but 
among the principal nobles of his 
court was Omaraddin. 

Omaraddin had two daughters, 
Almerine and’ Shelimah At the 
birth of Almerine, the fairy Elfa- 
rina had prefided ; and, in compli- 
ance’with the importunate and rei- 
terated requeft of the parents, had 
endowed her with every natural ex- 
cellence both of body and mind, 
and decreed that ‘* the fhould be 
** fought in marriage by a fovereign 
** prince.” 

When the wife of Omaraddin 
‘was pregnant with Shelimah, the 
fairy Eltarina was again invoked ; 
at which Farimina, another power 
of the aerial ‘kingdom, was offend- 
ed. Farimina was inexorable and 
cruel ; the number of her votaries, 
therefore, was few. Elfarina was 
placable‘and benevolent; and Fai- 
ries of this character were obferved 
to’be juperior in power, whether: be- 
caufe it is the nature of vice to de- 





feat its Own purpofe, or whether the 


calm and equal tenor of a virtuous 
mind prevents thofe miftakes, which 
“are committed in the tumult: and 
recipitation of outrageous malevo- 
ence. But Farimima, trom wlate- 


ver caufe, refolved that her influence 
fhould not be wanting ; fhe, there- 
fore, as far as fhewas able, preclu- 
ded the influence of Elfarina, by 


firlt pronouncing the incantation 


which determined the fortune of the 
infant, whom fhe difcovered by di- 
vination to be a girl. Farimina, 
that the innocent objeét of her ma- 
lice. might be defpifed by others, 
and perpetually employed in tor- 
menting herfelf, decreed, that ‘* her 
** perfon fhould be rendered hideous 
** by every f{pecies of deformity. 
‘* and that: all her wifhes fhould 
‘* fpontaneoufly produce an oppo- 
** fite effect.” 

The parents dreaded the birth of 
the infant under this malediction, 
with which Elfarina had acquainted 
them, and which fhe could not re- 
verfe. 
they were folicitous only te conceal 
it from the world ; they confidered 
the complicated deformity of un- 
happy Shelimah, as fome reproach 
to themfelves; and as they could 
not hope to change her appearance, 
they did not find themfelves inte- 
refted in her felicity. They made 
no requeft to Elfarina, that the 
fhould by any intellectual endow- 
ment, alleviate miferies which they 
would not participate, but feemed 
content that a being fo hideous 
fhould fuffer perpetual difappoinr 
ment; and, indeed, they concurred 


to i: jure an infant which they could . 


not behold with complacency, by 

fending her with only one agten- 

dant toa remoic caitle which ftood 
on the confines of a wood. | 

Eltarina, however, did not thus 

foriake innocence “in diltrefs; but 
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470 Natural and adventitious Excellence lefs defirable than Virtue. 


to counterbalance the evils of ob- 
fcurity, neglect, and uglinefs, the 
decreed, *‘ ‘That to the tafte of Sheli- 
“* mah the coarfeft food fhould be 
the moft exquifite dainty ; that 
the rags which covered her. fhould 
in her eftimation be equal to 
cloth of gold; that the fhould 
prize a palace lefs than a cot- 
tage ; and that in thefe circum- 
{tances love fhould be a ftranger 
** to her breaft.”” To prevent the 
vexation which would arife from 
the continual difappointment of her 
wifhes, appeared at firft to be more 
difficult ; but this was at length 
perfectly effefted by endowing her 
with content. 4 

While Shelimah was immured in 
a remote caftle, negleéted and for- 
gotten, every city in the dominions 
of Solyman contributed to decorate 
the perfon, or cultivate the mind of 
Almerine. The houfe of her fa- 
ther was the refort of all who ex- 
celled in learning of whatever clafs ; 
and as the wit of Almerine was 
equal to her beauty, her knowledge 
was foon equal to her wit. 

Thus accomplifhed, fhe Lecame 
the object of univerfal admiration ; 
every heart throbbed at her ap- 
proach, wien! tongue was filent 
' when fhe fpoke; at the glance of 

her eye every cheek was covered 
with bluthes of difiidence or defire, 
and at her command every foot be- 
came {wift as that of the roe. But 
Almerine, whom ambition was thus 
jealous to obey, who was reverenced 
by hoary wifdom, and beloved by 
youthful beauty, was perhaps the 
moft wretched of her fex. Perpe- 
tual adulation had made her haugh- 
ty and fierce ; her penetration and 
delicacy rendered almoft every ob- 
jet offenfive; fhe was difgufted 


‘ 
. 
ee 
«e 
+ 
éc 


with imperfections which others b 


could notdifcover; her breaft was 
corroded by deteitation, when o- 
thers were foftened by pity ; fhe loft 
the {weetnefs of fleep by the want 
of exercife, and the relifh of food 
by continual luxury : but her life 
became yet more wretched, by her 
fenfibility of that paflion, on which 
the happinefs of life is believed 
chiefly to depend. 


Nouraffin, the phyfician of Soly- 
man, was of noble birth, and cele- 
brated for his {kill through all the 
Eaft. He had juft attained the me- 
ridian of life ; his perfon was grace- 
ful, and his manner foft and infiua- 
ting. Among many others, by whom 
Almerine had been taught to invef- 
tigate nature, Nouraflin had ac- 
guainted her with the qualities of 
trees and herbs. Of him fhe learn- 
ed, how an innumerable progeny 
are contained in the parent plant, 
how they expand and quicken by 
degrees, how from the fame foil 
each imbibes a_ different juice, 
which rifing from the root hardens 
into branches above, fweils into 
leaves, and flowers, and fruits, in- 
finitely various in colour, and tafte, 
and fmell; of power to repel dif- 
eafes, or precipitate the ftroke of 
death. 

Whether by the caprice which is 
common to violent paflions, or 
whether by fome potion which 
Nourafflin found means to admi- 
nifter to his {cholar, is not known ; 
but of Nouraflin fhe became ena- 
moured to the moft romantic ex- 
cefs. The pleafure with which fhe 
had before refleéted on the decree 
of the Fairy, “* that fhe fhould be 
‘© fought in marriage by a fove- 
‘* reign prince,” was now at an 
end. It was the cuftom of the no- 
bles to prefent their daughters to 
the king, when they entered their 
eighteenth year; an event which 
Almerine had often anticipated 
with impatience and hope, but now 
wifhed to prevent with folicitude 
and terror. ‘The period, urged 
forward, like every thing future, 
with filent and irrefiftible rapidity, 
at length arrived. The curiofity 
of Solyman had been raifed, as well 

y accidental encomiums, as by the 
artifices of Omaraddin, who now 
hafted to gratify it with the utmo& 
anxiety and perturbation: He dif- 
covered the cenfufion of his daugh- 
ter, and imagined that it was pro- 
duced like‘his own, by the uncer- 
tainty and importance of an event, 
which would be determined before 
the day fhould be paffed. He en- 
deavoured to give her a_ peaceful 


confidence 
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confidence in the promife of the 
Fairy, which he wanted himfelf ; 
and perceived, with regret, that 
her diftrefs rather increafed than 
diminifhed : This incident, how- 
ever, as he had no fufpicion of the 
caufe, only rendered him more im- 
patient of delay ; and Almerine, 
covered with ornaments by which 
art and nature were exhautted, was, 
however reluctant, introduced to 
the king. 

Solyman was now in his thirtieth 
year. Hehad fat ten years upon 
the throne, and for the fteadinefs of 
his virtue had been firnamed the 
Jutt. He had hitherto confidered 
the gratification of appetite as a 
low enjoyment, allotted to weak- 
nefs and obfcurity ; and the exer- 
cife of heroic virtue, as the fupe- 
rior felicity of eminence & power. 
He had as yet taken nowife; nor 
had he immured in his palace a 
multitude of unhappy beauties, in 
whom defire had no choice, and af- 
fection no objeét, to be fucceffively 
forfaken after unrefifted violation, 
and at laft fink into the grave with- 
out having anfwered any nobler 
purpofe, than fometimes to have 
gratified the caprice of a tyrant, 
whom they faw at no other feafon, 
and whofe prefence could raife no 
paflion more remote from detefta- 


- tion than fear. 


Such was Solyman; who, having 
gazed fome moments upon Alme- 
rine with filent admiration, rofe 
up, and turning to the princes wha 
ftood round him, ‘* To-morrow,” 
{aid he, ** I will grant the requeft 
** which you have fo often repeat- 
‘ ed, and place a beauty upon my 
throne, by whom I may tranfmit 
my dominion to pofterity : To- 
‘* morrow, the daughter of Oma- 
‘ naddin fhall be my wife.” 

The joy with which Omaraddin 
heard this declaration, was abated 
by the effect which it produced 
upon Almerine ; who, after fome 
ineffectual ftruggles with the paf- 
fions which agitated her mind, 
threw herfelf into the arms of her 
women, and burftinto tears. Soli- 
man immediately difmiffed his at- 
tendants; and taking her in his 
arms, enquired the caufe of her 
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é/ 
diftrefs: This, however, wasa fe- 
cret, which neither her pride nor 
her fear would fuffer her to reveal. 
She continued filent and incon- 
folable; and Solyman, though he 
fecretly fufpeéted fome other ar- 
tachment, yet appeared to be fatif. 
fied with the fuggeflions of her fa- 
ther, that her emotion was only fuch 
as is common to the fex upon any 

reat and unexpected event. He 
Sefifted from farther importunity, 
and commanded that her women 
fhould remove her toa private apart- 
ment of the palace, and that fhe 
fhould be attended by his phyfician 
Nouraffin. 

(To be continued.) 


Extra& from the Nortx Briton, 
Number 176. 


To the Nortu Briton. 
SIR, 


A S the honourable and refpea&- 
ful manner in which the King 
is pleafed, on every occafion, to 
mention the name of the late Duke 
of Cumberland, is the ftrongeft 
evidence of the real regard which 
our Sovereign entertains for a me- 
mory fo dear to the nation, {fo isit, 
alfo, an inconteftible pledge of his 
Majefty’s high opinion of the fen- 
timents and abilities of the prefent 
Miniltry---an opinion founded on 
the moft. reafopable caufes, and 
likely to be as lafting, as the motive 
to it is Jaudable! ‘The bufinefs of 
the State is now managed On prine 
ciples which have always been the 
psinciples of the kingdom ; and 
the tranquil condition of the natioa 
(except that tiny part of it that 
conftitutes the party of the Favou- 
rite, and the faction for the late 
Adminiftration, and which is to the 
kingdom, in proportion asa fingle 
mountain to the whole globe) from 
thence refulting & becoming every 
day additionally placid, imparts a 
fatisfaétion to our Prince, which fo 
good a Prince will not be very 
willing to quit, either for his own 
fake, or that of his people, The 
indefatigable attention of his late 
Royal Highnefs, to the happinets 
of the King and kingdom, has 
given our amiable young Monarch 
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772 
a tafle of that happinefs, wholly 
unalloyed by thofe troublefome 
proipects which corroded the Royal 
brea, whilft the late Junto prac- 
tifed every art to embroil the 
Crown with the fubjeéts; ard the 
fample Mr. North Briton, mutt . be 
found tov delicioufly fweet, to ren- 
der us apprehenfive that they will 
ever have an opportunity of exer- 
cifing thofe Machiavilian tricks 
aga n. 

One great obje&t of the prefent 
councils at St. James’s (I do not 
{peak this from news-paper autho- 
rrty)-is, the reftitution of that peace 
to tie colonies on the continent of 
America, which the late mild and 
able Miniftry. jo mercifully and jue 
dicioully robbed them. ot. The 
firit great ttroke, for that end, ap- 
peared to be, the recalling: of our 
cutters which aéted as Guarda 
C oitas for Spain, and that material 
arrangement has therefore been put 
into execution. This ftep, alone, 
bids fair for pre‘ently weeding up 
the root of the American difcon- 
tents. If the Americans are rot 
wilfully blind to their own inte- 
relis, 1t mult inevitably throw into 
their pockets a confiderable portion 
of Spanith gold ; and we mutt have 
an ili opinion of American pgrati- 
tudeindeed, to fuppofe they would 
then refufe to pay the taxes, re- 
guired for the ufes and fupport. of 
government. No---they could not 
deny to their mother country, a 
part of thofe earnings which fhe 
provides for them with’a mother’s 
care. ‘Thus the great miniilerial 
grievance, which they fo jufly 
complain of (juitly, becaule de- 
prived by the cutters of the means 
t» render it eafy) will be, by the 
os healing meafure, moti pro- 

ably removed, without that teci- 
ous (though perhaps unavoidable) 
delay, which renders applications to 
Court fo irkfomely difagreeable to 
the unhappy expectants. 

When the Americans find them- 
felves fo iuddenly and unexpectedly 
put in the way of rezping thole 
prodigious advantages that have al- 
ways been coniequent of an unin- 
terrupted intercourfe between the 
Britith and Spanifhh colonies; we 
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cannot fuppofe they will ftand with 
their arms acrofs, or continue in re- 
bellious. commotions, while the 
iflanders are reaping a rich and 
plentiful harveit, which they, them- 
{elves, have the power, if they 
pleafe, to be equal partakers of, I 
repeat, it would be unaatural to 
imagine thai our Weftern continen- 
talifts will act fuch an abfurd and 
unprofitable part. They heavily 
felt, and they ftrongly lamented, 
the lofs of the Spanith trade ; will 
they notthen, Sir, fnatch, with the 
earlieft, the golden opportunity, 
now {fo kindly prefented to them, 
of recovering what they had loit? 
Undoubtedly.. The fums demanded 
by the Sramp Act, mutt now ap- 
pear of paltry confideration, com- 
pared with the rewards propofed by 
this happy arrangement, as the 
price of their obedience. The 
itrongeft argument with mankind} 
Intereit, points out this judicious 
conduét, and muift, in the natural 
courfe of things, engage them 
to employ all their thoughts on this 
mine, fo feafonably re-opened for 
them by the prefent adminiftration. 

Nor is America, the only care of 
the prefent Miniltry. No, Sir, our 
interetts are properly  purfued 
every where. The liquidation of 
the Canada-bills, and the adjuft- 
ment of the ranfom of Manilla, to 
the utter contufion of Anti-Sejanus, 
and Detector, will take place much 
fooner than they would perfuade us 
to imagine. ‘The diiturbances in 
America have not, hitherto, affect- 


_ ed our national intereft in Europe ; 


but, as they may be hurtful to us 
therein, if continued, the Minilftry 
are buly in contriving methods, fu- 
peradded tothe reftitution ofthe Spae 
nifh trade, not only to merely paci- 
fy the irritated Americans, but to 
enrich them with more extenfive 
privileges, relative to commerce, 
than they have ever yet enjoyed, or 
even laida claim to; &fuchas muft, 
inevitably, divert their animofity 
againft their mother-country into a 
very Cifferent channel}. 

Was [at liberty, Mr. North Bri- 
ton, to difclofe the whole 1 have the 
honour to be entrufted with, I could 
{pecdily firike- all the Antifejanical 

writers 





writers (I mean thofe who write on 

the fide of that literary Quixot, An- 
ti: Sejanus) dumb and motionlefs— 
<¢ | could atale unfold, would har- 
‘¢ row up their fouls! But this eter- 
‘“< nal blazon muft not be” — At 
prefent, However, ‘* a month, a 
‘© Jittlhe month,” will unveil that 
truth you have all along fo ftrongly 
infifted upon, fince the acceffion of 
the new adminiftration ; namely, 
that the Favourite has it no longer 


in his power to poifon the quiet of 


our lives, as heretofore. The illi- 
terate Count de G——y (I beg his 
pardon if [amwrong, I have the 
Duke de Praflin’s authority for the 
epithet) may intrigue as indefatiga- 
bly as he pleafes, with the Favou- 
rite, on the fubjest of the late jutt- 
ly-made captures at Newfoundland, 
and of avoiding the payment of the 
Canada bills.«-They may rack their 
fertile inventions, as affiduoufly as 


they think neceflary, for colourable 
pretences to juftify the French in- 
fractions of the late inequivalent 
be 
Their 


treaty, their endeavours will 
whoily deftitute of effect. 
memorials (I blafh for the natives 
of North Britain, that any one a- 
mongit them fhould give me reafon 


to uie the plural number here) will 
be fure on this, and every fuch oc- 
cafion, to meet with all the con- 
tempt they deferve, from a patriot 


Privy Council, animated by a pa- 
triot Adminiftration. 


over. 


A View of Potrticat LeTrers 
which have appeared in the Pus- 


Lic PAPERS. 


ANi-Se janusin the Public Ad- 
vertiler obferves, It has alrea- 
dy been alledged, as a fymptom of 
the approaching fate of the prefent 
adminiftration, that though all the 
honourable, as well as lucrative of- 
fices of ftate are at their difpofal, 
they are neverthelefs fuch bankrupts 
in credit, that they cannot prevail of themfelves. 1s this, 1 would afk, 
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France will 
feel the confequences of that ven- 
geance her injuftice demands (unlefs 
ihe ftudioufly avoids the blow by a 
ferious amendment in behaviour) 
feon after the Parliament meets, 
and our troubles with America are 





upon any one to enter into copart- 
nerthip with them, except a few 
who are in defperate circumftances, 
and have nothing of their own to 
lofe. Inftead of nding their levees 
crouded by perfons of weight and 
confequence, who are importunate 
to recommend their friends to va- 
cant employments; they aie obli- 
ged, like the maiter of the featt in 
icripture, to fend out to the high- 
ways and hedges and compel the 
halc, the maimed, and the blind to 
come in, that their houfes may be 
filled. ‘here never fure was fuch 
a fet of di/abled politicians, and difs 
orderly vagrants coilected together; 
men who have been whipt about, 
all their lives, from parifh to pa- 
rifh, without being able before to 
make good any fettlemeit. 

But tobe ferious—if it be poffible 
on fo ridiculous a fubject.—Can 
there be a ftronger proof of the 
weaknefs of the prefent Miniftry, 
& of the difficulty they find to ea- 
gage perfons of ability and know- 
ledge to enliit into their fervice, 
than their having appointed a gen- 
tleman to be ambatiador toa foreign 
country, whom the company, which 
it has been ufual to confult in the 
difpofiticn of this department, 
thought neceffury to reje&t? Such 
an unprecedented reproach as this, f@ 
publicly thrown upon them, mu 
convince the wor'd of the wretchede 
nef: of their fitutation ; to be o- 
blig’d to nominate to that important 
ofice a perfon, who appeared at 
leait in their eyes, who are princi- 
pally concerned, to be unqualified to 
manage the affairs, and fupport the 
commercial interefts of fo great and 
opulent a body. Equally propofte- 
rous is it to appoint to the Govern- 
mentof oneof our colonies in Ame- 
rica, which is in a ftate of the ut- 
moft diforder, a young inexperien- 
ced ventleman, who has never been 
trained up toany kind of public bu- 
finefs. I cannot help thinking, 
that his youth and inexperience are 
infuperable objections to his appear- 
ing in this difficult character; and 
that it will be areftiection upon the 
prefent Miniftry, -to fend abroad fo 
ftriking a refemblance, andembiem 
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a fit fealon to employ either at 
home, or in foreign countries, the 
molt weak and infufficient inftru- 
ments ; when the various emergen- 
cies of the ftate cail forthe moft 
able and vigorous fupport. 

The pretent adminiltration are 
avoided by men of talents, experi- 
ence, and integrity, as a tottering 
firucture, which is every moment 
expected to fail, and bury whatever 
is near it inruins. If they fhould 
miraculoufly continue in officea 
few monchs longer, I would recom- 
mend tothem the following adver- 
tifement; as it may be of fervice in 
recruiting their party, when any of 
the prefent members elope, or die 
off. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


O Y E Z '!——Wanted at a Great 

Houte near Whitehall, a per- 
fon with the following qualifica- 
tions : 

He meft not be under twelve years 
of age, nor above fourfcore ; and 
muft be abie to fpell his own name, 
& write atolerabie good hand: If he 
knows a little of figures-fo much the 
better. He mutt be a man of a quiet 
eafy conicience, that is not apt to 
be ftartled at trifles. If he is able 
to play at back-fword, or quarter- 
ftaff in Stephen’s Booth, he will 
meet with great encouragement, 
and will be fure of a plaifier for a 
broken pate. 

Such a perfon, being properly ree 
commended, fhall receive a very 
confiderable premium beforehand, 
and if he fhould be turned off with- 
out warning, thall be fure of a com- 
fortable penfion for life. 

*,* To be difpofed of gratis, and 
entcred upon immediately (by any 
perfon who will fubmit to take 
them) feveral employments, and 
finecures, at home and abroad, from 
three handred to three thoufand 
pounds a year. 

All perfons, whom thefe may 
fait, are defired to enquire at the 
fien of the Mug and Thiftle, near 
Sit. James’s, ——— ‘* God fave the 
ee kin2.” 

I think fuch an advertifement as 
this, inferted in the public papers, 


and continued for fome time, might 
very poflibly bring now and then a 
ftrageling perfon over to their party. 

A Writer in the fame paper, who 
figns L. D. fays, ‘* I am a violent 
member of the right Anti-Sejanian 
faction, and agree with this great 
writer Anti-Sejanus himfelf in all 
hehas hitherto advanced againft the 
Favourite: yet I think he might 
have ferved his caufe better, if he 
had produced from time to time fats 
in fupport of his fyftem ; and l own 
that the charge, which his enemies 
have brought againft him on this 
account, has fome foundation in it: 
I am willing, therefore, as a friend, 
to give him my affiftance in this 
particular. I know he could have 
produced faéts enough ; but fuppofe 
that, for fome reafons peculiar to 
himielf, he has declined it- What- 
ever thefe reafons may be, they 
fhall not weigh with me; and I 
will now offer to the confideration 
of the public fuch a Fact againft the 
Favourite as will, I am perfuaded, 
aftonifh them when they hear it, and 
convince them that there can be 
neither peace nor fecurity to this 
country, or to any body in it, while 
he continues amongit us. 

I tremble, at what 1 am going to 
relate; and Ihaveno doubt but my 
readers will tremble in like manner 
when they hear it. The faé is no 
lefs than this: that it was neither 
the hand of providence, nor the 
hand of the devil (as fome have 
vainly imagined) but the hand of 
the Favourite, that direful, perni- 
cious, detefted hand, which raifed 
the fame that has lately confumed 
fo many buildings in the heart of 
this great city. I faw him, on the 
evening of that fatal night when 
this melancholy difafter happened, 
fkulk upthe back-ftairs of the pe- 
ruke-maker’s houfe; (we all know 
that he is well acquainted with the 
back itairsof more than one houfe 
in this metropolis)-1 faw him clap 
a torch to fome banboxes that hap- 
pened to bein his way. You know, 
that banboxes are of a combutftible 
nature. Ithen faw him, with a pair 
of bellows which had once been a 
part of his favourite infiryment the 


bag- 





A View of political Letters which have appeared in the Publie Papert. 775 


bagpipe, blow the flame fo as to 
{catter it to every corner of the 
{treet ; which event could not cer- 
tainly have been produced in the 
natural way; and by thefe means 
the conflagration became gennre, to 
the impoverifhment and ruin of 
thoufands. 

The faé&t, as above ftated, I af- 
fert pofitively and roundly; and I 
cannot fuppofe that any one will, 
after that venture to difbelieve it; 
but if, in thisincredulous age, (in- 
credulous indeed with refpett to 
any thing that is related to the de- 
triment of this detefted minion) 
the public fhould call for further 
proof, Iam ready to produce it. 
will bring evidence of as good kind 
as any that has been offered to the 
public for thefe laft fix months, in 
jupport of all that has been faid or 
done; and if they will not believe 
me upon the fame ground, on which 
they have believed others, I think I 
have a right to complain of their 
partiality. In fhort, I will engage 
that Mr. G {hall 
difpute with any man or number of 
men for as many hours or days as 
they fhall'think proper, to convince 

them, that every one ought at leait 

to believe what I have above al- 
ledged ; and will promife to pro- 
duce Jemmy Twitcher in either 
Houfe of Parliament, or in any 
Court they pleafe, firft, to confels 
that he affifted the Favourite in 
lighting the flames, and then, as an 
accomplice, to peach him. 

A Writer in the Gazetteer, who 
figns, Tranguillus, fays, ‘* 1 cannot 








but efteem Anti-Sejanus as one of 


the moft furprizing phenomena that 
has appeared in the political world 
for fome years. His appearance 
was glaring, rapid, and animating ; 
his progreis full of gloom, vagari- 
ous, and teeming with vapours ; 
& his end is like to be, with an uni- 
verfal hifs, or moft horrible ftink. 

It is happy for Great Britain, that 
fomany able pens have followed this 
ignis fatuus, and folidly reduced his 
bewildering light into the quag- 
mire from which it originally pro- 
ceeded. Could our underitandings 
have been brought under infatua- 


I otherwife. 


tion by fuch great abilities, confi- 
dent aflertions, lively mifreprefen- 
tations, horrible forebodings, and 
invincible contempt of the truth 
from oppofite writers; I fay, if 
this mafterly writer had thus pre- 
vailed againft common fenfe, we 
might have fallen into as deplora- 
ble a fituation, as he has often ree 
wrefented to be our prefent cafe, or 
ikely to be our lot, ix futuro, if the 
prefent Minifters are continued. 

This great writer has wearied the 
public with repetitions, and believe 
muft be weary himfelf, to find his 
labours are fo little regarded ; and 
in the nature of things it cannot be 

He may commend the 
late Miniftry as the wifeft, the maf 
honeft, indetatigable, and fuccefsful 
that ever exiiled; but all he can 
fay is, found without fenfe, till he 
can juftify their meafures. 1. The 
peace. 2. ‘Their condutt in feeing 
it fulfilled. 3. Their treatment of 
Wilkes. 4. The cyder-tax. , 
Their regulations in the Weft-In- 
dies. 6. Their laying a tax upon 
America, without the confent of the 
legiflature in that country. Though 
fome of thefe were tranfaétions of 
P——t, yet they certainly were meze 
fures efpoufed, fupported and care 
ried by the late miniftry ; and til 
Anti-Sejanus can juftify the flep 
they took in them, he may praife 
them to the tkies without exciting 
the leaft wifh in the publicto fre 
them exalted again, unlefs ¢t be in 
the manner which hath made Ha- 
man fo memorable to fucceeding 
generations. ‘I’his, | think, is the 
voice of truth, the voice of common 
fenfe, the voice of the public ; & if 
Anti-Sejanus is too deeply immured 
to hear it, he is to be pitied, as his 
knowledge of this vox populi might 
prevent his growing farther ridicu- 
lous ; but if he writes with his eyes 
open, he muft plead fome other mo- 
tive than principle, love of his 
country, honour, or confcience. 

If Anti-Sejanus lives till the Par- 
liament, I fuppofe he will find fome 
ftimulating occurrences that will 
revive his languid powers. And if 
our Minifters fhould propofe, and 
the legiflature authorife, a plan of 
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tendernefs and moderation ; if they 
fhould, by a wife and prudent con- 
dudét, re&tify the errors of pait ma- 
nagement, and undo what has been 
done to the reproach of our virtue 
and underftanding ; if, in short, 
our liberty be made more fecure, the 
calamities of the Weit-Indies and 
America be reduced to their former 
profperous fituation, and the other 
great and well nigh fatal meafures 
of the the late Miniftry be regulated 
by the wifdom of our Councils, An- 
tieSejanus, if known, mutt be for 
ever contemptible; or, if unknown, 
his writings, as well as patron, mutt 
fink into everlafting oblivion. 


The Triat of FRIENDSHIP: 
A Moral Tale. 
[ Continued from Page 793.) 


UPON farther enquiry they learnt 
that Nouraly went out alone in 
the plaineit drefs fhe had, and that 
fhe was gone towards the water fide. 
Lady Aubrey rofe immediately in 
the greateft confternation, and was 
fortunate enough to trace her to an 
Indiaman that lay outward bound 
a little way down the river. 

They found her on board the vef- 
fel, folliciting a paflage, and fur- 
rounded by failors, whom her beau- 
ty, her youth, the fweetnefs of her 


_addrefs, and the elegance of her 


manner, but above all the fimplici- 
ty of her requeft, had, as it were; 
tranfported with wonder and admi- 
ration. She had nothing with her 
-but bare neceffaries, having left 
every thing of value behind her ex- 
cepta {mall chryftal, in the fhape of 
a heart, which fhe had received as 
a prefent from Nelfon. 

The moment fhe faw Lady Au- 
brey fhe yielded without refiftance, 
but appeared a little confufed at 
having deceived her. ‘To her re- 
proaches, which were tender and af- 
tectionate, fhe anfwered, That 
though fhe was wretched, yet fhe 
was tree. § And do you fee nothing 
‘here, faid Lady Aubrey, but mif- 
fortune ?? ** If I faw only my own, 
replied Nouraly, I would have lived 
here for ever; it is Nelion’s mil- 


fortune which I dread, and it is for 
his fake that I would be gone.” 

Lady Aubrey endeavoured to per- 
fuade her that the evil was not 
without remedy, and exhorted her 
to hide her weaknefs from Nel- 
fon, and by the exercife of her vir- 
tues totriumph overit. ‘ This is 
certainly in your power, fays fhe, 
and nothing is wanting but cou- 
rage to atcempt it. To this Nou- 
raly replied, ** That fhe had cou- 
rage to fuftain misfortune, but not 
to commit violence upon love ; and 
that as to her virtues, there was not 
one that was notalready in Nelfon’s 
intereit.”” She therefore infifted 
upon her liberty, and required to be 
fent away. 

Lady Aubrey was now extremely 
embarraffed and diftrefled; the faw 
her gradually pine away, always in 
tears, and always entreating to he 
difmiffed. She therefore wrote an 
account of their fituation to her 
brother, and arged him to come to 
town to fave the life of his charge, 
and to prevent her from going 
abroad. 

Nelfon, however, was in a con- 
dition not lefs to be pitied himfelf. 
The folitude of the country had ren- 
dered him but too fenfible of ‘his 
condition ; he found his friendfhip 
decline, and his public fpirit forfake 
him. Love had no competitor but 
Reafon, and it had almoft feduced 
Reafon to its intereft: ‘* What right, 
fays. he, can Blanford pretend to a 
heart that is another’s? If I have 
gained Nouraly’s it was nota volun- 
tary act, on my part, and it was not 
culpable on her’s, for furely fhe 
is at her own difpofal. He was, 
however, the next moment alarmed 
at this felf feduétion. ‘** Can I, 
fays he, fuffer myfelf to debate 
whether a depofit put into my 
hands belongs to me, or to him that 
made it? Nouraly, indeed, is free, 
but lam bound; and if I confent 
to what was at firft involuntary, 
from that moment it. becomes Cri. 
minal. I can queftion the right of 
my friend in this cafe from no other 


motive but a defire to invade it; if 


my reafon deferts me, my conici- 
ence fhall keep me faithful. wees: 
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nefs. is a misfortune not a crime. 
1 have fortitude that will {fuftain 
me under misfortune I can fink 
only under a fenife of guilt.” 

Such was the ftate of Nelfon’s 
mind when he received his fifter’s 
letter: He read it with feafations 
that cannot be expreffed ; and after 
much debate with himfelf, he de- 
termined togototown. ‘* I hall, 
myfelf, fays he, be certainly more 
miferable after I have feen herthan 
IT am now ; but it is her happineis 
thatis in queftion and not mine. [ 
ain fure of a conqueft over myfelf, 
and however painful the conflid, 
it would be a weaknefs anda dif- 
grace to fhun it, fince my duty re- 
quires it of me.” 

When he arrived, Nouraly, 
though fhe had expected him with 
the utmoft impatience, {carcely 
dared to appear before him ; fhe 
came trembling and confufed, her 
blood was chilled in her veins, and 
fhe feemed to confider him as a 
judge, who was finally to determine 
her fate, 

At the fame time Nelfon was 
touched with a tendernefs, not lefs 
painful by its excefs, to fee the 
roles faded on her cheeks, and the 
fire of her eyes extinguifhed. * Come 
fays Lady Aubrey, and fee if you 
cannot quiet the mind of our young 
friend, and remove her melancholy; 
fhe is dying with defire to go back 
to India.’ 

Nelfon then addreffed himfe!f to 
Nouraly, and endeavoured, by gen- 
tle reproaches, to engage her to ex- 
plain herfelf in the prefence of his 
fifler, but he could not get her to 
open her lips; Lady Aubrey, there- 
fore, perceiving her prefence to be 
a reftraint upon her, left the 
room. 

‘© What is the matter, Nouraly, 
fays Nelfon, what have they done 
to you; what is it that you have 
taken to heart?” ‘** Don’t you 
know, fays fhe ? Are not you fenfi- 
ble that my joy and forrow can have 
but one cauie? You faid you would 
be my friend, but furely you treat 
me with unkindnefs: I live but in 
you, and you Jeave me todie. Yet 
! know this is not your fault, they 
make you do it; and they would 
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make me renounce and forget you ; 
they reproach and terrify me. Lafk 
bat one favour of you, faid fhe, 
throwing herfelf on her knees before 
him, and that.is, to tell me who [ 
offend by loving you, what duty I 
violate, and what misfortune I pro- 
duce ? Is it poflible there can be any 
Jaws fo unjuit and cruel as to prohi- 
bit me from making the moft wor- 
thy ufe of my heart and underftand- 
ing ? Mutt I love nobody in the 
world? and if I may love, can I 
make a better choice ?”’ 

‘“* My dear Nouraly, faid Nel- 
fon, my friendfhip for you is fincere 
and tender in the higheft degree ; it 
would be unjutt not to let you know 
it.” ** You revive me, fays Nou- 
raly, you now talk reafon.” But, 
{aid Nelfon, though I fhould think 
myfelf the happieft man in the 
world to be the object of your 
choice, yet it is a happinefs to 
which [ have no right, and which 
I muft not confent to enjoy.” ** Alas, 
faid Nouraly, I do not undertiand 
you.” ** When my friend confided 
you to my care he was dear to you, 
faid Nelfon.” ‘* So he is ftill, re- 
plied Nouraly.” “* You had placed 
your happinefs faid Nelfon, in 
him:” ‘* [thought it was there faid 
faid Nouraly.” ‘** You loved him 
faid Nelfon, more than any other 

erfon in the world :” ‘* Ah, faid 
Youraly, but that was before [knew 
ou.” ** But, fays Nelion, your 
deliverer, Blandford, loves you, 
and he is, befides, your benefadior, 
the perfon to whom you was con- 
fided by a dying father, and there- 
fore he has a right to be loved by 
you.” ‘* The benefits I have re- 
ceived from him, {ays Nouraly, are 
ever prefent tomy thoughts, and the 
love that [ bore to my father | have 
transferred to hims ‘* Very well, 
faid Nelfon, let me then inform you 
that he has refolved to unite you to 
him by a tie yet more’ tender and 
more facred than liberality and 
ratitude caneverform. Hecon- 
iders you as his other ielf, and he 
has confided you to me in his ab- 
fence, withing no happinefs at his 
return but thatof making you his 
wife.” ‘* This, then, faic Nouraly, 
with a look of fatisfattion, is the 
5 D impediment 
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impediment to my having you; but a love for thofe that injury alone 


make yourfelf eafy ; there is an end 
of it.” 

‘¢ How do you mean, faid Nel- 
fon ? ‘“* Why faid Nouraly, I here foe 
Jemnly fwear toyou that | will never 
marry Blandford : It is impoffible, 
and Blandford himfelf will confefs 
it: I revere him as a father, he has 
no right to require more, nor have 
I more to give: It is not in our 
power to love whom we will, and 
whatis notin our power can never 
be our duty ; muchlefs is it our duty 
to pretend a love that we do not feel, 
and confent to a violation, by fur- 
rendering the perfon without the 
heart. We are difpofed of by ne- 
ceffity and not by choice: Nature 
has given you graces that compel 
me to love, and has given me a foul 
adapted to feel all their power.” 
“« Alas, faid Nelfon, how much 
have I to anfwer for to my friend !” 
«* Of what, faid Nouraly, can your 
friend complain ? what has he loit? 
what have you taken from him ? 

I never loved him but as a parent, 
and asa parent I love him ftill: 
I love you as myfelf, nay ftill better, 
and thefe paffions are by no means 
incompatible. But Blandford has 
made a depofit of me in your hands 
as his property, it is not you but he 
that is unjuft.” Alas, faid Nelfon, 
it ts I that oblige yow to reclaim 
what you have taken from him; 
you would be his if you was not 
mine, and the guardian is the ra- 
vifher ;” “* Think more equitably, 
faid Nouraly, | was my own, and I 
am now your’s ; this right could be 
transferred only by myfelf, and I 
have transferred it to you. You 
give Friendfhip prerogatives to 
which it has no right; and then 
you exercife them as delegated to 
you. What is it to me whether 
Blandford injures me in perfon, or 
by a fubftitute; whether you or 
he deprive me of my liberty 1 am 
equally a flave. You facrifice na- 
ture itfelf to friendfhip, nay more, 
you facrifice love ; but has love no 
rights among you? have you no 
law in favour of the feeling mind ? 
have you no principle that is vio- 
Jated by inflicting mifery upon 
thofe that love, that mifery to which 


renders them obnoxious. Her emo- 
tion here ftopped her voice, and al- 
moft her breath ; Nelfon, who faw 
her in danger of fuffocation, and 
had not time to call his fifter, made 
hafte to untye the ribbands that 
ftreightened her breaft, and though 
fear rendered him at firft infenfibie 
to the beauties that he uncovered, 
yet the moment fhe revived he felt 
alltheir force: He caught her in 
his arms, and feeling herfelf pref- 
fed to his bofom, fhe looked up 
with a ftart of love and joy. In this 
fituation, his virtue for a moment, 
was overborne. ‘* Live, fays he, 
my dear Nouraly!” ** Do you wifh 
me to live, faid fhe, tenderly ? then 
you muft wifh metolove.” ‘** Ah! 
no, faid he, I fhould then be un- 
faithful to friendfhip, and unwor- 
thy of life. My friend, alas, fore- 
faw and foretold my danger, but I 
defpifed his caution, and confided 
too much in my own ftrength. Pity 
me, my dear Nouraly; fuffer me 
to fly from you, and conquer my- 
felf.” ** You wifh me then to die, 
faid Nouraly,” and the confli& of 
her mind returning, fhe fainted, 
and funk down at his knees. He 
thought her dying, and was about 
to catch her in his-arms, but his 
fifter juit then coming intothe room, 
he drew back: “* Take care of her, 
faid he, it is fit that Ionly fhould 


die.” He then retired and left them 
together. 


[To be continued. | 


The Life of JOHN WICKLIFF. 
[ Continued from Page, 767. | 


™ HE rapacity, however, of the 

agents of the Papal] See was fo 
great, that in f{pite of the ignorance 
and fuperftition which prevailed, 
many individuals cried out againft 
fuch feandalous exaCions. 

It appears, that the money colleé- 
ed in England by the Pope’s agerts, 
On various pretences, amounted to 
two thirds more than the produce of 
the royal treafury ; add to this, that 
the difpofal of moft of the benefices 
in England was claimed by the Pope, 
who generally beftowed them upon 

foreign 
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foreign ecclefiattics, who, by virtue 
of the Pope’s difpenfation, enjoyed 
the profits without ever refiding in 
the kingdom ; and thefe benefices 
were farmed out to the Englifh, who 
ferved-the cures for very {mall fala- 
ries; Many complaints of thefe 
grievances had been exhibited to the 
court of Ro.ne, but without effeét. 
Some efforts were however made by 
the parliament inthe reign of king 
Edward the Third to put a ftop to 
thefe grievances, and with fome fuc- 
cefs ; and the rapacity of the pope 
and of the clergy, & the infolent ufe 
they made of their ufurped powert 
made the laity the more ready to 
attend te any arguments which 
might be brought either againift their 
practices, or their opinions. Such 
was the ftate of religion and the 
church at the time of Wickliff’s 
firft appearance in the world. 
However, before we proceed in 
our relation of the life of this re- 
former, we fhall take a general view 
of the principal public tranfactions 
of this period, which may enable 
us to form ajutter notion of feveral 
particulars which will arife in the 
courfe of this life, and in fome fuc- 
ceeding ones. Edward the Second, 
king of England, in the latter end 
of whofe reign Wickliff was born, 
was depofed by his Parliament in 
1327, in confequence of his own 
imprudent conduét, and weak at- 
tachment to Favourites, and by the 
contrivances of his queen Ifabella, 
and Roger Mortimer. He was fuc. 
ceeded by his fon Edward the Third, 
who was yeta minor, being only in 
the fourteenth year of his age. 
regency was appointed by the Par- 
liament, for the adminiftration of 
government, during the minority of 
the young king; but, notwithitand- 
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ing this, the public affairs were en- 
tirely directed by the queen and 
ortimer; between whom it was 
univerfally believed there was a cri- 
minal correfpondence. ‘The kin 
of Scotland, taking advantage o 
the minority of Edward, had fent an 
army into England, and ravaged its 
borders. The young king, on hear- 
ing the news of this irruption, had 
an ardent defire to fignalize himfelf 
in the defence of his kingdom ; and 
although thofe who governed in his 
name, had no great inclination for 
war, yet as they did not think it 
prudent to put up with fuch an in- 
fult, an army was raifed, and Ed- 
ward put himfelf at the head of ir, 
to oppoie the incroachments of the 
Scots, and to revenge the affront and 
injury which the nation had fut 
tained, Whilft the young king was 
employed in this expedition, his un- 
happy father, Edward the fecond, 
who had been continued in confine- 
ment in Kenelworth-caftle from the 
time of his depofition, was removed 
from thence to Berkley-caftle, and 
there barbaroufly and treacheroufly 
murdered. Young Edward was ea- 
tirely unacquainted with the man- 
ner of his father’s death, and fup- 
pofed him to have died naturally; 
and as he had not been very fuccefs- 
ful in his campaign, having found 
himfelf unable to do any great in- 
jury to the Scots, though he obliged 
them to retire, he returned to York, 
and there folemnized his nuptials 
with Phillippa of Hainault, to 
whom he had been contracted by 
means of hismother. Shortly after 
Edward’s marriage, a very difho- 
nourable and difadvantageous peace 
was concluded with the king of 
Scotland, which was chiefly mana- 
ged by the queen-mother Ifabella, & 


+ It muft ever b2 an unanfwerable argument againft the infallibility of the church 
of Rome, that feveral Popes were by their fucceffors excommunicated, their acts 
abrogated, and the facraments adniniftered by tliem, pronounced invalid.——No lefs 
than fix Popes were expelled by others who ufurped their feats 5 two were affafiinat- 
ed ; and the infamous Theodora by her credit in the holy city, obtained the Pope- 
dom for the moft avowed of her galiants, whe affumed the name of John the Tenth. 
Another of the fame name, a baftard fon of Pope Sergius, was called to govern the 


Chriftian world at the age of twenty one. 


If fuch were the men who arrogated to 


themfelves titles and artributes peculiar to the deity, can we wonder at the grogteft 


encemiti?s amongmen? lay 
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Mortimer, who were of opinion 
that a war was againit their inte- 
refts ; and this peace was afterwards 
ftrengthened and confirmed by the 
marriage of David, prince of Scot- 
Jand, with Johanna, filter to king 
Edward. This peace, however, 
though the greater part of the na- 
tion was exceedingly difgufled at it, 
received a parliamentary fanétion ; 
Mortimer, and the gueen-mother, 
having found means to get over to 
their intcreits a majority of the Pai= 
liament. ‘This is one amongit other 
inftances in the Englifhhiitory, fome 
perhaps at a much later period, 
which are fufficient to evince that 
Parliaments are not infallible, nor 
their determinations always to be 
depended on. Means may fre- 
quently be found, by Muinifiers or 
Princes, to bias the judgment, and 
to warp the integrity, of a great 
number of individuals ina par- 
liament, which cannot be taken 
with a whole nation. The majori- 
ty of members ina parliament may 
therefore be influenced by motives 
very different from a regard to the 
jntereits of their country; whereas 
the body of the nation, being un- 
biaffed,, judge impartially, and 
therefore they generally judge right- 
Jy, Henry, earl of Lancaiter, and 
iome other Lords, had not attended 
this parliament: they were dif- 
fatishied that the queen-mother and 
‘Mortimer had ufurped all authori- 
ty, contrary to the original intent 
of the parliament, who had nomi- 
nated aregency, confifting of twelve 
barons to manage the public affairs. 
The trazical end of the late king, 
Edward the fecond, and the difho- 
novrable treaty with Scotland, fur- 
nifhing them with a plaufible caufe 
‘of complaint, they began to hold 
privaie conferences, in order to re- 
drefs the diforders of the govern- 
meat ; for which purpofe an affoci- 
ation was afterwards entered into 
by Lancafter and thefe noblemen, 
with the earls of Kent and Norfolk, 
the king’s uncles together with fome 
others of the peers; who unani- 
maufly refolved to ftand upon their 
defence in cafe they were attacked, 
and at the fame time publithed a 
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manifefto containing their reafons 
for taking arms. The queen. mother 
and Mortimer, now created earl of 
March, faltely infinuated to the 
young Kine, that thofe who had 
taken aris intended to deprive him 
of the crown; and that his two 
uncies, and Henry, earl of Lancaf- 
ter giandfon to king Henry the 
Third, had formed a defign to ex- 
clude the iffue of Edward the fecond 
from the throne. Edward, who had 
no fufpicion of his mother, gave a 
ready ear this accufation, and being 
therefore inflamed againit the male- 
contents, determined to compel 
thofe by force to'return to their du- 
ty, whom he already confidered as 
rebels. This affair would probably 
have been attended with tatal con- 
fequences ; but the queen-mother 
was unwilling that matters fhould 
be carried to extremities, confider- 
ing that it might be as dangerous 
for her as for the difcontented Lords; 
and they, on their part, not having 
yet formed a party ftrong enough 
to carry things to the point they 
aimed at, were not unwilling to 
defitt, at leaft for the prefent ; and 
accordingly a pardon being offered 
them, they accepted-it and laid 
down their arms. ‘The earl of 
March, fupported by the queen- 
mother, continued to act in fo ar- 
rogant and arbitrary a manner, that 
he excited the general difguft of the 
people againit him ; and the ear] of 
Kent, uncle tothe king, having ex- 
prefied his diflike of the meafures of 
the queen- mother and her favourite 
with great freedom, they laid a 
fnare for the dettru€tion of that 
prince, and brought him to the 
block. In 1328 died Charles the 
Fair, king of France, and leavin 

no male iffue, Edward, king o 

England, demanded the crown of 
France, as_ being the nephew, and 
neareft relation to the deceafed 
king ; Philip of Valois, and coufin- 
ge:man to the late king, had, how- 
ever, been crowned king of France; 
it being maintained by Philip, and 
admitted by the peers of France, 
that Edward’s claim of right being 
derived only from his mother, he 
was excluded by the Salique -™ ; 


? 


by which, they faid, not the females 
only, but their defcendants alfo, 
were excluded from the fucceflion 
to the throne of France. Edward’s 
ambafladors were not even heard ; 
and as it was not in his power to 

rofecute his claim at that time, 
he diffembled his intentions, and 
even did homage to Philip for Gui- 
enne and Ponthieu, though he ap- 

ears evidently to have had no de- 
ign to drop his pretenfions. 

Soon after Edward’s return from 
Amiens, at which place he per- 
formed the ceremony of homage to 
Philip, he began to be fufpicious of 
the queen his mother’s conduct; 
and as his fafpicions were foon con- 
firmed by the informations of thole 
about him, he was at length entire- 
ly convinced of the bad conduct 
both of his mother and her favou- 
rit> ;& accordingly contrived co feize 
the Earl of March at Nottingham- 
caitle, where he lodged, as did alfo 
the queen-mother. He fent Morti- 
mer to the tower, and confined his 
mother in the caftle of Rifing in 
Norfolk, where fhe lived in confine- 
ment twenty-eight years. King 
Edward having proceeded thus far, 
immediately Filtolved the parlia- 
ment, and called another by pro- 
clamation. The new parliament 
met at London, with difpofitions 
very different from thofe of the for- 
mer; and the majority of the mem- 
bers were very glad to fee the king- 
dom free from the tyranny of Mor- 
timer. As there were few who were 
attached to him from any other mo- 
tive, than a regard to the influence 
and power he had been poffeffed of, 
the moment he was deprived of 
thefe, he found himfelf univerfally 
abandoned; the common fate of 
favourites and wicked minifters. 
Edward, in his fpeech to the new 
parliament, declared to them, that 
it was his intention, with the con- 
fent of his fubjeéts, to affume the 
reins of government himfelf, tho’ 
he Was yet under age ; to which the 
parliament readily and chearfully 
agreed. ‘The earl of March was 
condemned by the parliament, even 

without obferving the common 
forms of trial, and hanged as a trai- 


tor at the common gallows at Ty- 
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burn. The fpirit which Edward 
exerted in thefe tranfactions, con- 
tributed to wipe off the blemithes 
with which his minority had been 
fullied; and was an happy pre- 
lage to his fubjects of the pro{perity 
of his future reign. Soon after he 
formed a deiign ot conquering Scot- 
land, and saifed Edward Baliol to 
the throne of that kingdom, in or- 
der to carry his intentions the better 
into execution: he made feveral 
expeditions into Scotland, ravaged 
without mercy thofe parts of it 
which would not fubmit to him, and 
was in general very iuccefsful. 
When he imagined he had {uffici- 
ently fubdued Scotland, he refolv- 
ed to attack France, and to exert 
his utmoft endeavours to wreft the 
crown from Philip of Valois ; and 
with this view he made an alliance 
with feveral confiderable princes of 
Europe. He affumed the titie of 
king of France, and forbid all his 
miuiiters to give Philip acy other 
title than that of eal of Valois. 
Benediét XII. who was then pope, 
exhorted Ecward to quit the title of 
king of France; but Edward, who 
does not appear to have been a very 
dutiful fon of the church, paid no 
regard to his holineis’s exhorcations. 
In the courfe of this war with Phi 
lip, Edward gained the preate 
military reputation, and {pread the 
terror of his arms through ail 
France; he totally defeated, on 
the coaft of Flanders, the whole 
French fleet, confifiing of four hun- 
dred fail, fo that only thirty thips 
efcaped ; he expofing his own per- 
fon with the utmoit bravery. At 
the famous battle of Crefly, in 
which he was attended by his fon 
the celebrated Black Prince, who 
was then only fixteen years of age, 
and who greatly diitinguifhed him- 
felf, he gaineda complete victory 
overthe French army; and after- 
wards made himfelf mailer of the 
important town of Calais. In the 
parliament which he called in 
1342, he confirmed Magna Charta 
in avery folemn manner ; and the 
fame year feveral beneficial laws 
were enacted ; and, amongfi others, 
the famous ftatute of Provifors. 
[Zo be continued. | 
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A Letter from a Peruvian Princefs to 
her Lover. 


[Continued from Page, 757.| 


I Trufted, my dear Aza, apon ma- 
- king me a friend of the learned 
Cufipata: but a fecond vifit he has 
made me, has deitray’d the d 
opinion I formed of him in the Brit: 
in fhort, we have already differ’d. 

If at firt he appeared to me gen- 
tle and fincere, this time I found 
nothing but rudenefs and falfehood 
in all that he faid to me. 

My mind being eafy with regard 
to the object of my tendernefs, I de- 
fired to fatisfy my curiofity concern- 
ing the wonderful men who make 
books: I began by enquiring what 
rank they held inthe world, what 
veneration was paid to them, in 
fhort, what were the honours and 
triumphs decreed to them for fo 
many benefits bftow’d on fociety. 

I know not what pleafantry the 
Cufpata found in my queftions, but 
he fmiled at each of them, and an- 
{wer’d me only by fuch broken fen- 
tences, that it was not difficult for 
me to fee he deceived me. 

In fact, ought I to believe that 
perfons, who know and paint fo well 
the fubtle delicacies of virtue, 
fhould not have more, ‘nay fhould 
fometimes have lefs of it in their 
hearts than other men? Can I be- 
lieve that intercft is the guide of a 
labour more than human, and that 
fo many pains are rewarded only by 
railleries, or at beft by.a little mo- 


ney? : 

Can I perfuade myfelf that, in fo 
haughty a nation, men whoare in- 
difputably above others by } the 
lightof their uaderftanding, are 1e- 
duced tothe woful neceffity of fel- 
ling their thoughts, as people tell 
for bread the meanett productions of 
theearth? - 

Palfehood, my dear Aza, dces not 
lefs difpleafe me when under the 
tranfparent mak of pleafantry, 
than when under the thick vail of 
feduftion : that of the father pro- 
vok’d me, and I did not deign to 
give him an an{fwer. 

Not being able to fatisfy myfelf 
in this refpeét, Jtursed che con- 
verfation again to the project of my 
voyages but, infead of diffuading 
me from it with the fame geatlenels 
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as before, he oppofed fuch ftrong 
and convincing reafons againft me, 
that Thad nothing but my paffion 
for thee to combat them with, and 
I made no {cruple of confeiling as 


much. 

At firft he affumed a gay air, and 
feeming to doubt the trath of my 
words, anfwered only by jokes, which 
infipid as they were, didinot fail of 
offending me. I labour’d to con- 
vince him of my truth; but, in pro- 

ortion as the expreflions of my 

eart prov’d its fentimenuts, his 
countenance and words grew fevere, 
He dared to tell me that my love 
for thee was incompatible with vir- 
tue; that 1 muft renounce one or 
the other ; in fhort, that I could 
not love thee without acrime- 

At thefe fenfelefs words the mok 
violent wrath took pofleflion of my 
foul : I forgot the moderation I had 
prefcribed myfelf; I loaded him 
with reproaches : I told him what.1 
thought of the falfity of his words: 
I protefted to him a thoufand times 
that I would love thee always ; and, 
without waiting for his excufes, 

uitted him, and ran, and fhut my- 

elf up in my chamber, whither I 
was fure he could not follow me. 

O my dear Aza! how whimfical 
is the reafon. of this country! Al- 
ways in contradiction with itfelf, 
I cannot underftand how I am to 
obey fome of its precepts without 
thwarting many others. 

It agrees in general that to do 
good is the firft virtue ; it approves 
acknowledgment, and yet preferves 
ingratitude. ; 

fe would be laudable in me if I 
could re-eftablifh thee upon the 
throne of thy fathers: but 1 am cri- 
minal in preferving for thee fome- 
thing more precious than the em- 
pires of the world. : 

They would commend me if I 
could recompenfe thy benefits by the 
treafures of Peru. Sorippic of all, 
dependent for all, I poffels only my 
love; that they would have me tear 
from thee, and become ungrateful, 
becaufe I have virtue. Ah my dear 
Aza'I fhould deceive them, if I 
promifed a moment to ceafe loving 
thee. Faithfui fo their laws, I fhall 
be fo to my love alfo ; I fhall live 
for thee alone. 

SELECT 
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Setect Pieces of Poetry. 


Extra&s from a Monopy, on the de- 
ceafe of his Royal Highnefs the 
KE or CUMBERLAND. 
Addreffed to the Hon. 


FTER a fhort, but elegant, Condo- 
lence addreffed to the Honourable 
perfonage, the Poet proceeds thus : 





Come, let. us now, with duteous truth, 
And reverend love, from bloom of 
youth 
His ev'ry aétion fcan : 
Still, ftill thone forth, by glory fir’d, 
Or by.a love.of worth infpir’d, 
The foldier, or the man. 


Let Dertincen’s blood - drenching 
fands 
Atteft the wonders of his hands, 
His early prowefs thew, 
Where maddn’ing flaughter rag’d around, 
Where horror dwelt in ev’ry found, 
And death in ev’ry blow ! 
Or how, to guard the Britifh caufe, 
Our native freedom, rights, and laws, 
From black rebellion’s fword, 
His country’s bulwark, firm he ftood, 
Rifking for her his precious blood, 
Culloden’s moor record, 


While-battle ftalk’d in horrid wafte, 
Was he not fierce as northern blaft, 
That fplits the mountain’s fide ? 
But footh’d by fweet returning peace, 
Was he not mild as fofteft breeze, 
That fkims the fummer tide ? 
However daringly inclin’d, 
Not courage in his princely mind, 
Than kindnefs more prevail’d ; 
Witnefs the many, yet alive, 


Who, through his bounty, taught to 


thrive, 
Him friend, and mafter hail’d ! 


Was there a youth, who faw his fire 

In the dread waiks cf war expire, 
His courfe of glory done, — 

The hero took the mourner’s part, 

And bade him in his foft’ring heart 
Refume the name of fon, 

With wife debate in Council fkill’d, 

As with his fword inth’ tented field, 
One object he purfu'd : 

With firm-built patriotic zeal, 

He labour’d for his country’s weal, 
Her king and people’s good, 











































If party, prejudice, or pride, 

A while fway'd frailer minds afide, 
He ftill remain’d unmov’'d : 

Un-warping from his noble aim, 

Since dear as. freedom, life, or fame, 


His native land he lov'd, 
* * * © & ®& 


Will not each friend's, each fervant’s eye, 
Each private moan, each public igh, 
This folemn hour recail ? 
It mutt for oh! thy copious heart. 
Will take a fhare in ev’ry fmart, 
Will feel and mourn fer all. 
Mark what an awful fadnefs reigns 
O’er Windfor’s. newly-widow'd plains, 
Thatiate fo happy ground ! 
While fame her trump reluctant blows, 
And funeral melancholy throws, 
Her fable veil around, 


Here, fee a fad domeftic trace . ue 
(His tears faft-{treaming o’er his face) at 
The grove, his Lord had paft, hs 
** This was the path, the fav’rite way, 
Where, with.delight, he wont to firay, 
And here i faw him lat.” er 


There, by the fweep of yonder dale, 
A troop of hopelefs mourners wail, 
And feek, whom they deplore, 
The theme of all the drooping throng 
Re-ecchoing from tongue to tongue, 
‘* Our matter is no more.” 
The artift, faithlefs to his toil, 
Deferting the half-finifh’d pile, 
Seems o’er the work to pore ¢ 
And mutters to the fenfelefs ftone, 
“« The noble polifher is gone, 
My Patron is‘no more.” 





er x A 


‘Tue FLY. 


Rithee, little buzzing fly, 
Eddying round my taper, why ? 
Is it that its quiv’ring light, 
Dazzling, captivates your fight ? 
Bright my taper is, ’tis true ; 
Truft me, tis too bright for you. 
Tis a flame, fond thing, beware, 
*Tis a flame you cannot bear.. 
Touch it, and "tis inftant fate ; 
Take my counfel ere too late : 
Buz no longer round and round ; 
Settle on the wall or ground: 
Sleep till morning, with the day 
Rife, and ufe your wines, you may 3; 
Ufe them then, of danger clear ; 
Wait till morning ; clo, my dear. 
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Lo! my counfel nought avails : 

Round, and round, and round it {ails ; 

Sails with idle unconcern —— 

Prithee, trifier, canft thou burn ? 

Madly heedlefs as thou art, 

Know thy danger, and depart. 

Why perfift >———I plead in vain: 

Sing’d it falls, and writhes in pain, 
Is not this, deny who can? 

Is not this a draught of man? 

Like the fly, he rafhly tries 

Pleafure’s burning fphere, and dies. 

Vain the friendly caution ftill ! 

He rebels, alas ! and will. 

What I fing, let pride apply : 

Flies are weak, and man’s a fly. 


On a Storm at Sea, by a Sailor. 


ITH flowing pomp, and beautcous 
pride, 

The floating pile in harbour rode ; 
Proud of her freight, the fwelling tide 
Reluétant left the veffel’s fide, 

And kift it as the flow’d, 

The feas with eaftern breezes curl'd, 

And filver’d half the liquid plain ; 

Her anchors weigh’d, her fails unfurl’d, 
Serenely mov’d the wooden world, 

And ftretcht along the main, 

Thus, while we trace a profp’rous fcene, 

Diffembled friendfhip waits on pow’r ; 
But early quits the fraudful mien, 

When fortune is no more ferene ; 

And waits but to devour. 

The native wonders of the deep, 

Prefs to admire the vaft machine 
In fportive gambols round it leap, 

Or elfe at awful diftance keep, 

In homage to their Queen, 

In vain we fly approaching ill, 

Danger can multiply her form ; 
Expos’d we fly like Jonah fill ; 

And heaven, whene’er it is heaven’s will, 

O’ertakes us ina ftorm. 

The diftant furge all foaming white, 
Foretels the furious biaft : 
Dreadful, tho” diftant, is the fight : 
Confed’rate winds and waves unite, 

And menace ev'ry matt. 

Winds, whiftling through the fhrouds, 
proclaim 

A fatal karveft on the deck ; 

Quick in purfuit, as active flame, 
Too foon the rolling ruin came, 

And ratifi’d the wreck, 

Thus Adam fhone with new-born grace, 

Inform’d by an almighty breath : 
Thus the fame breath fweeps off his 

race, 
Diforders nature’s beauteous face, 

And teems with inftant death, 

Stript of her pride, the veffel rolls ; 

And, as by fympathy the knew, 

The fecret anzuifh of our fouls, 
With inward deeper groans, condoles 
‘She danger of her crew, 


Secect PiEces of Porerry, 


The faithlefs flood forfook her keel, 
And downward launcht the lab’ring 
hull ; 
Stunn’d, the forgot.a while to reel, 
And felt, or almoft feem’d to fee), 
A momentary lull, 
Now what avail'd it to be brave, 

On liquid preeipices hung, 
Sufpended on a broken wave ? 
Beneath us yawn’da fea-green grave, 

Which filenc’d ev’ry tongue, 

Thus in the jaws of death we lay, 

Nor light nor comfort found us there, 
Loft in the gulph, and floods of prey ; 
No fun to chear us, nora ray 

Of hope, butin defpair, 

The feas encourage this defpair, 
While certain ruin waits on land ; 
Should we dire& our wifhes there, 
Soon we recall the fatal pray’r, 
And with to fhun the ftrand. 
At length a Being whofe beheft 
Reduc’d a chaos into form, 
His goodnefs and his pow’r confett ; 
He fpoke, and, like a God, fuppreft 
Our troubles and the ftorm ! 
Tut HAPPY MAN, 
OW bieft the man, who free from 
. Careand Strife, 
Leads not with Lux’ry, but Content, his 
life ; 
Who walks with Health, where Temp’. 
rance points the way, 
And joins with Gratitude to praife or 


pray 3 : 
From Pleafure’s cup, with juft difdain whe 
turns, 
Nor yet for Honour’s glitt’ring pageant 


burns ; 

Who looks with pity, where pale Av’rice 

- pines, 

O’er gems and gold yet ripening in the 
mines ; 

To fretful paffion leaves each childith toy, 

And aims, with glorious pride, at Reae 
fon’s joy : 

Who marks the wonders of creating 
pow’r, 

From heaven’s bright orb to earth’s un- 
cultur d flow’r; 

Sees nature, taught of God, difpenfe her 


laws, 

And traces all things backward to theie 
caufe : 

To Moral Science higher ftill would rife, 

And afks of Sacred Wifdom to be wife; 

Yet ftops where awfui Myft’ry draws the 
vail, 

And trufts, where angels muft of know- 
ledge fail ; 

Whofe eyes, turn’dinward, his own heart 

: explore, 

Try all its depths, and trace ic o’er & o'er; 

Who bounds the wand’ring with, the 
tow’ ring thought, 

And tolls to practice ell tha: Jesus taught 
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